Trains and buses take about the same amount of time to travel from one place to another.  The rides are very different.  Riding on a bus is much like riding in a car.  A bus is nothing more than a huge car traveling down the highway with twenty-five back seats.  A train chugs and hums in a rhythm all its own.  Trains are more contained than buses.  Riding on a train is like entering a new world, complete unto itself.
	Transitions can help clarify relationships.  Adding transitions to the preceding passage sharpens the comparison/contrast and makes it flow more smoothly, as the following passage shows.



Trains and buses take about the same amount of time to travel from one place to another.  The rides, however, are very different.  First of all, riding on a bus is much like riding in a car.  In fact, a bus is nothing more than a huge car traveling down the highway with twenty-five back seats.  On the other hand, a train chugs and hums in a rhythm all its own.  Furthermore, trains are more self-contained than buses.  Riding on a train is like entering a new world, complete unto itself.  

	Transitions can establish both time relationships and spatial relationships among ideas, as the following chart indicates.




Transitions are ideas and words that connect two thoughts together.  They can be used within paragraphs and between paragraphs.  Let’s look at how they are used between paragraphs first.

Body paragraph A is about how John Proctor has changed.

Body paragraph B is about how Reverend Hale has changed.

Transition sentence: Although John Proctor’s change is the result of months of agonizing thought, Reverend Hale’s change is the result of moral outrage.  
Body paragraph A is about how Pepsi is effervescent.

Body paragraph B is about how Coke is flat and boring. 

Transitional sentence: While Pepsi is effervescent and enjoyable to drink, Coke lacks the excitement and spirit the consumer looks for in a soft drink. 

Body paragraph A is about how "Lost" is influenced by many great examples of literature.

Body paragraph B is about how Richard Adams’ novel Watership Down is relevant to the themes of Lost. 

Transitional sentence:  "Lost" is influenced by many great examples of literature, in fact, Richard Adams’ Watership Down is significantly relevant to the themes of the show. 
Here is the topic of the next paragraph.








