How to Write a Topic Sentence

A topic sentence tells your readers what your paragraph is about.  Here is a formula for writing good topic sentences:
	An interesting subject

+ a specific feeling or feature about the subject

_____________________________________________


= an effective topic sentence




SAMPLE TOPIC SENTENCE:  The average cost of a Hollywood film runs between $30 and $50 million dollars.  

Topic sentences often act like tiny thesis statements.  Like a thesis statement, a topic sentence makes a claim of some sort. As the thesis statement is the unifying force in the essay, so the topic sentence must be the unifying force in the paragraph.  Further, as is the case with the thesis statement, when the topic sentence makes a claim, the paragraph which follows must expand, describe, or prove it in some way. Topic sentences make a point and give reasons or examples to support it.

Consider the last paragraph about topic sentences, beginning with the topic sentence itself:

Topic sentences often act like tiny thesis statements. 

This is my claim, or the point I will prove in the following paragraph. All the sentences that follow this topic sentence must relate to it in some way.

Like a thesis statement, a topic sentence makes a claim of some sort. As the thesis statement is the unifying force in the essay, so the topic sentence must be the unifying force in the paragraph. 

These two sentences show how the reader can compare thesis statements and topic sentences: they both make a claim and they both provide a focus for the writing which follows.

Further, as is the case with the thesis statement, when the topic sentence makes a claim, the paragraph which follows must expand, describe, or prove it in some way. 

Using the transitional word "further" to relate this sentence to those preceding it, I expand on my topic sentence by suggesting ways a topic sentence is related to the sentences that follow it.

Topic sentences make a point and give reasons or examples to support it. 

Finally, I wrap up the paragraph by stating exactly how topic sentences act rather like tiny thesis statements.
Now let’s try it together for your paper on The Crucible.  

Write your thesis statement here.  Remember that this is the claim you are making throughout the entire paper.  It should be the last line of your introduction.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Examine the thesis above.  What would your first topic sentence be?  Write it here.  It should be the first line of your first body paragraph.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Examine the thesis above.  What would your next topic sentence be?  Write it here.  It should be the first line of you first body paragraph.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Examine the thesis above.  What would your next topic sentence be?  Write it here.  It should be the first line of you first body paragraph.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Once you have finished the above topic sentences, it will be time to add in the details that you will need to support your claim.  You have just completed step #2 in good essay writing!

1. Thesis Statements



6. Writing the rough draft/formatting

2. Topic Sentences



7. Proofreading
3. Writing strong, vivid introductions

8. Revising and Editing

4. Writing body paragraphs with support

9. Writing the final draft

5. Writing the conclusion



10. Final revisions and submission
Interesting subject.





Specific feature.








