Code of Chivalry

· traditional code of conduct associated with knights of Medieval period of European history (1066-1485). 
· first established with "The Song of Roland" sometime around 1098-1100, which dealt with knight of the 8th century (Dark Ages)

· while real knights were far from perfect, the knights popularized in the romances strictly adhered to this code of chivalry
· romances - highly idealized world made up of castles, heroes, courtly love, and magical spells.  The real Medieval England was quite different.  Plagues, political battles, and civil unrest were the norm. 

· Sir Gawain and the Green Knight - the Gawain poet (we don't know who actually wrote it); Gawain appears in Le Morte d'Arthur, and is often depicted as Arthur's nephew and greatest knight (a role later given to Launcelot) 
