Writing Body Paragraphs


The middle paragraphs in your essay should support your thesis.  Make sure to use your planning notes (graphic organizers, outlines, etc.) as a general guide for your writing.

Provided below are three sample paragraphs from Steve Crandall’s essay on driver education.  In the first paragraph, he describes and reflects upon a special type of licensing program.  


Some states have adopted graduated licensing programs to produce better drivers.  Such programs require that beginning drivers receive three different types of licenses.  First, they must obtain a learner’s permit, then after six months, a Junior Operator’s license.  After another six months, they are eligible for a full license.  Before getting this license, a new driver cannot have anyone under 18 in the car unless an over-21 adult is in the front passenger seat.  A new driver is also not allowed to drive between midnight and 5 a.m.  This approach seems good in theory, but is it really effective?  For example, do the drivers in these programs receive enough behind-the-wheel experience during their training period?  In addition, can any over-21 adult accompany a junior operator?  What if this adult has a poor driving record?
In this paragraph, the writer analyzes the existing driver education program in his state 

and compares it to those in other countries.


A few simple changes in the existing driver ed program would do a great deal to improve the quality of new drivers.  On the written test in our state, a score of 14 on a 20-question test is a passing grade.  It would not be unreasonable to require at least a score of 18 on this test.  Currently, only 54 total hours of training are deemed necessary, with 30 of these hours completed in the classroom.  Some countries, including Canada, require many more hours of training (triple or quadruple the time), with a higher percentage of in-car training.  Those same countries also require beginning drivers to spend a significant amount of money (up to $2,000) to receive their training.  This is not necessarily what should be done here, but certainly many more hours of behind-the-wheel training are necessary.  

Where does the author compare our requirements to other countries?  (Write the lines from the essay here.) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Look at your body paragraphs for your essay.  Copy one body paragraph into the space below.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Underline where you explain, narrate, or describe what you are writing about.

· Circle where you define, argue, or compare what you are writing about.

· Place a box around words or phrases where you analyze or reflect on what you are writing about.

If your paragraph does not have too many marks on it, you probably have not fully supported your thesis.  In the space below, rewrite your body paragraph to use one or more than one of the above methods of support.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Here the author is describing the different types of licenses.





Here the author reflects on the ineffectiveness of these programs.





Here the driver analyzes the test requirements.











