Writing Strong, Vivid Conclusions

What is the purpose of a conclusion? 

The conclusion of an essay, like the conclusion of a paragraph, gives the reader a sense of completion. Conclusions usually refer back to the introduction or, at least re-emphasize in some way the thesis stated in the introduction. Often the conclusion briefly summarizes the thesis and the major supporting points. A good conclusion always confirms the audience's understanding of what they have read by reminding them of the writer's purpose. Like introductions, conclusions provide readers with an overview.
Check out this sample conclusion for an essay about discipline problems in Chicago high schools: 

Recently I visited my parents in Chicago and drove past my old high school. Now a warehouse for textbooks, the building looks abandoned and dilapidated. Crude, obscene messages remain scrawled on the walls, and many of the windows are broken or missing. Evidently, the discipline problems finally defeated the valiant but discouraged teachers. I am glad the school is now closed, for learning had become impossible in that environment.

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING EFFECTIVE CONCLUSIONS
1. Do not contradict the point you have made.

2. Do not introduce a new topic or new information.

3. Do not conclude with a cliché (For example: "You can't teach an old dog new tricks" ).

4. Do not apologize for lack of knowledge, ability, or resources. 

5. Do not use obvious transition words or phrases such as in conclusion, in summary, and as I have attempted to show. You may, however, use less obvious transition words, such as therefore, finally, and consequently.
6. Do make your conclusion brief and to the point.

7. Do make the tone (serious, humorous, clever, straightforward, etc.) consistent with the overall tone of your essay.
Now, look at the conclusions on the board.  Let’s rip them apart and figure out if they are effective or not.  

The final statement shows the point of the essay. 





Effective adjectives are underlined.





Again, it’s only 5 sentences!  It should be about half as long as a good body paragraph.








