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DIRECTIONS: Compare Beowulf to The Iliad through the epic poem and hero's journey characteristics. Use exact quotes from each poem. 



	Beowulf
	Epic Poem Characteristics
	The Iliad

	
	The hero, generally a male, is of noble birth or high position
	

	
	The hero performs courageous, even superhuman deeds
	

	
	The setting is vast in scope, often involving more than one nation
	

	
	The plot is complicated by supernatural beings or events
	

	
	Universal themes, such as good and evil or life and death, are present
	

	
	The actions of the hero affect the fate of a nation
	

	
	Major characters deliver long, formal speeches
	


	Beowulf
	The Hero's Journey
	Achilles

	
	The Call to Adventure
	

	
	Supernatural Aid
	

	
	Belly of the Whale
	

	
	Road of Trials
	

	
	Woman as the Temptress
	

	
	Apotheosis
	

	
	The Ultimate Boon

	

	
	Freedom to Live

	


