Macbeth
Final Literary Analysis

The Task: Compose a 6-8 paragraph (1000-1500 word) literary analysis in which you analyze and explain a topic related to Macbeth.  
The Process:  The final draft is due Friday, April 29.  This must be typed, double spaced, size 12, Times New Roman font, and otherwise follow all other criteria of MLA style. 
Other Info:  

· See the Writing Rubric attached for grading details. 
	In a literary analysis, you examine or interpret an important feature in a novel, a short story, or a play.


Possible Topics:
· Traditionally, the tragic hero is a basically good and noble person who fails because of some fault in his character.  Know the typical traits of a Shakespearean tragic hero.  Determine whether or not Macbeth qualifies as a tragic hero.

· Even though the witches' prophecies seem to negate Macbeth's free will, point out specific instances of Macbeth willfully choosing evil over good.

· Many critics see Lady Macbeth as a stereotypical symbol of evil; others cite her human qualities as proof Shakespeare meant her to be a multifaceted character.  Defend either interpretation.

· Using your notes from class, determine what the most effective image of the play is.  Try to choose the image that helped you most concretely grasp a character trait or any difficult concept.  Blood, darkness, animals, and weather are the images we discussed. 
· An important theme in Macbeth is the relationship between gender and power, particularly Shakespeare's exploration of the values that make up the idea of masculinity.  What are these values, and how do various characters embody them?  How does Shakespeare present his characters' perception of gender roles? 

· Who is more to blame for Macbeth's downfall: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, or the witches?  

· Trace Macbeth or Lady Macbeth's evolution throughout the play.  How do they change?  Determine what factors lead up to their eventual fate.

· What functions do the supporting characters serve?  Choose at least 3 to analyze: Banquo, Duncan, Malcolm, Macduff, Fleance, the Porter, the Witches, or Siward. 

· Your own choice - see me for help.
Requirements:

· You will need to use a minimum of eight (8) quotes from the play.  You may use more, but 8 is the minimum.  Cite all quotes properly: "Life's but a walking shadow...a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing" (5.5.27-31).  
· Please note the final draft will be submitted to Turnitin.com.  

· Please utilize the time well and use the class website for resources. 

· Please arrange to stay after for extra help if needed.  

· Good luck and don’t hesitate to ask for help.  We will get through this together!
· Please refer to our class website: http://www.mrcraig.weebly.com for further information.

