Characterization in Le Morte d'Arthur

Name ___________________________________________________________
Date ________________________________________________

The way in which writers guide readers' impressions of characters is called characterization.  There are four basic methods of developing a character:

1) description of the character's physical appearance



2) presentation of the character's speech, thoughts, feelings, and actions

3) presentation of other character's speech, thoughts, feelings, and actions
4) direct comments about the character

As we read Le Morte d'Arthur, identify passages that help create readers' impressions of Launcelot, Arthur, Gawain, Modred, and Gwynevere.  In the chart, record the character, passage, method of characterization, and the qualities of character that are revealed in the passage.

	Character
	Passage
	Method
	Qualities

	Launcelot


	"My lords, I am reluctant to shed Christian blood in a war against my own liege; and yet I do know that these lands have already suffered depredation in the wars between King Claudas and King Bors.  Therefore, I will next send a messenger to King Arthur to sue for peace, for peace is always preferable to war" (227).
	Launcelot's own words
	Noble

Peaceful

Fight when only necessary

Doesn't want to anger Arthur any further

	Arthur


	
	
	

	Gawain


	
	
	

	Modred


	
	
	

	Gwynevere


	
	
	


