How to Write Effective Paragraphs

A GOOD PARAGRAPH IS A MINI-ESSAY.  IT SHOULD DEMONSTRATE THREE COMPONENTS:  
1.  Introduction, i.e., a topic sentence.  For example: Topic sentences often act like tiny thesis statements.  (Everything else in my paragraph will be about this topic)
2.  Body, i.e., supporting details.  For example:  Like a thesis statement, a topic sentence makes a claim of some sort. As the thesis statement is the unifying force in the essay, so the topic sentence must be the unifying force in the paragraph.  (These two sentences show how the reader can compare the topic sentence with the thesis statement.  It provides focus for the rest of the paragraph.)   
3.  Conclusion or a transitional sentence to the paragraph that follows.

A GOOD PARAGRAPH IS CHARACTERIZED BY UNITY, COHERENCE, AND ADEQUATE DEVELOPMENT.
	Unity: 
	State the main idea of the paragraph in a clearly constructed topic sentence.  Make sure each sentence is related to the central thought.  

	Coherence:
	Arrange ideas in a clear, logical order. Provide appropriate transitions to the subsequent paragraph.

	Adequate development: 
	Develop your paragraphs with specific details and examples.



Here is an example of a well-developed paragraph for an expository essay.  You write expository essays about important concepts covered in your reading and in class discussions:


The average cost of a Hollywood film runs between $30 and $50 million.  There are many reasons for this outlandish expense.  The currently popular action-adventure productions are filled with special effects that cost huge amounts of money.  In addition, most producers think in terms of blockbuster films.  Instead of making a number of smaller, less-expensive films, they focus on big, elaborate films that could be smash hits.  Of course, blockbuster films require big stars, which add significantly to the production costs.  The salary of a top star such as Brad Pitt or Julia Roberts can add $20 million to the cost of a major film.  Then, the nonstop, full-throttle promotion of a film adds another enormous expense.  All of these factors have contributed to the inflated costs of making and watching movies.  Anyone who has bought a movie ticket recently knows that the consumer pays for these extravagant productions.


Here is your topic sentence.








The bold lines indicate the supporting details. Notice the many adjectives


that enhance the details.


(currently popular, big, elaborate, full-throttle)





The italicized lines indicate the concluding thought.  We can tell that the next paragraph will most likely be about the effect the prices have on the consumer.








